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stacks  of  newspaper  clippings,  which  he  had  purchased  at 
his  own  expense,  and  his  maps,  and  I,  at  least,  am  con- 
vinced that  the  reports  are  real;  that  Is,  that  the 
reports  do  exist  as  such  in  various  French  newspapers  on 
those  dates,  I firmly  believe  that  hoax  and  a deliberate 
attempt  to  concoct  a cock  and  bull  story  must  be  ruled  out. 

It  would  save  us  much  bother  and  wonrylf  we  could  take  this 
way  out,  namely  to  say  that  Michel  manufactured  the  reports 
out  of  thin  air  and  wr*ote  the  book  Just  to  make  money. 

Prom  the  returns  he  has  had,  I might  say  In  passing  that 
his  labor.s  must  have  been  done  at  coolie  wages. 

In  any  event  I feel  reasonably  certain  that  some  stimulus 
existed  Ic  Prance— whether  political,  scientific,  extra- 
terrestrial, meteorological,  or  psychological— that  in  the 
space  of  two  months  generated  several  hundreds  of  reports, 
reports  which  show  a definite  thread  of  pattern. 

So,  with  this  preamble,  let  us  travel  to  Prance,  In  the 
late  summer,  195^*  curtain  apparently  went  up  on  this 

fantastic  show  on  August  23,  at  1:00  a.ra, , UO  miles  north- 
west of  Paris.  A businessman  had  Just  put  his  car  away, 
and  as  he  came  out  of  the  garage  he  was  surprised  to  see 
a pale  light  Illuminating  the  town  which  had  been  in  com- 
plete darkness  a little  while  before.  Ih.e  night  was  com- 
pletely clear  and  the  moon  was  at  last  quarter,  and  hence 
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was  rising  at  about  that  time, 

looking  at  the  sky,  he  saw  a huge,  silent,  motionless 
luminous  mass,  apparently  suspended  above  the  north  bank 
of  the  river  some  300  yards  away,  "It  looked,"  he  said, 

"like  a gigantic  cigar  standing  on  end.  I had  been 
watching  this  amazing  spectacle  for. a couple  of  minutes 
when  suddenly  from  the  bottom  of  the  cigar  came  an  object 
like  a horizontal  disk,  which  dropped  at  first  In  free 
fall,  then  slowed,  and  suddenly  swayed  and  dived  horizon- 
tally across  the  river  toward  me,  becoming  very  luminous. 

For  a very  short  time  I could  see  the  disk  full-face;  It 
was  surrounded  by  a halo  of  brilliant  light," 

A few  minutes  after  It  had  disappeared  behind  him,  going 
southwest  at  prodigious  speed,  a similar  object  came  from 
the  cigar  and  went  through  the  same  maneuvers.  A third  object 
and  then  a fourth— and  finally  a fifth  detached  Itself  from 
the  cigar  which  was  still  motionless.  This  last  disk 
dropped  lower  than  the  earlier  ones,  to  the  level  of  the 
new  bridge,  where  It  remained  still  for  an  Instant,  swaying 
slightly.  At  that  time  he  could  see  very  clearly  Its 
circular  form  and  Its  red  luminosity — more  Intense  at  the 
center,  fading  out  at  the  edges — and  the  glowing  halo 

L 

surrounding  It.  After  a few  second's  pause.  It  wobbled 
like  the  first  four,  and  took  off  like  a flash  toward  the 
north,  where  it  was  lost  In  the  distance  as  it  gained  alti- 
tude. During  this  time  the  lumlnoj  Ity  of  the  cigar  had 


faded,  and  the  gigantic  object,  which  may  have  been  300 

feet  long,  had  sunk  Into  darkness.  The  spectacle  had  lasted  about 

3/4  of  an  hour. 

Unbeknown  to  him,  this  observer  rej>ortedly  had  witnesses. 

Two  policemen  making  their  rounds  at  IjOO  a.m,  also  observed 
the  phenomenon,  as  had  an  army  enf^lneer  southwest  of  the 
town  of  Vernon. 

The  case  was  briefly  described  In  the  Paris  newspaper, 

a* 

LIBERATIOM,  Nothing  more  was  done  about  It,  except  that 
Michel  conducted  his  own  investigation. 

Speaking  of  policemen:  If  those  same  tvro  policemen 

had  reported  that  they  had  seen  two  thugs  beat  up  a victim 
and  take  to  the  v;poda,  their  testimony  might  be  sufficient 
to  send  someone  to  the  chair;  but  when  something  violently 
unusual  comes  up,  like  this,  or  If  they  had  seen  the  angel 
Gabriel  riding  along  on  a nine-legged  octupus,  no  one  would, 
of  course,  believe  them. 

Oddly  enoxigh,  policemen  have  figured  in  laany  sittings. 

I remember  back  In  1947,  a policeman  In  Oregon  who  was 
feeding  pigeons  In  back  of  the  station  house,  observed  some 
flying  disks.  It  was  1:00  p.ra.  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  Just 
two  weeks  after  Kenneth  Arnold  had  reported  the  first  real 
newspaper  case  in  the  U.  S.,  on  June  24,  1947 — the  classic 
case  from  whence  sprang  the  name  flying  saucer.  He  reported 
having  seen  ’’saucer-llke  objects'  flying  over  Mt.  Rainier. 
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To  get  back  to  France:  How  doea  one  even  begin  to 

explain  the  first  of  the  remarkable  aeries  of  French  reports? 
Well,  If  this  case  stood  alone  It  would  have  little  signi- 
ficance. Science  cannot  deal  with  an  individual  case. 

There  must  be  repetition,  and  pattern. 

Three  weeks  later,  September  l4,  there  was  a repetition — 
In  broad  daylight,  and  observed  by  hundreds  of  witnesses  in 
a half  dozen  villages  in  the  general  area  250  miles  S,W,  of 
Paris.  Only  one  newspaper  mentioned  It,  and  only  by  chance 
did  ’it  get  investigated.  Witnesses  were  mostly  farmers  and 
a few  priests  and  schoolteachers.  One  witness  reported: 

"It  was  about  five  in  the  afternoon.  Emerging  from  the 
thick  layer  of  clouds  that  looked  like  a storm  coming  up,  we 
saw  a sort  of  luminous  blue  violet  mist,  of  a regular  shape 
something  like  a cigar  or  a carrot.  Actually  the  object 
came  out  of  the  layer  of  clouds  In  an  almost  horizontal 
position,  slightly  tilted  toward  the  ground  and  pointing 
forward,  like  a sultxnerglng  submarine. 

"This  luminous  cloud  appeared  rigid.  Whenever  It  moved, 
Its  movements  had  no  connection  with  the  movement  of  the 
clouds,  and  It  moved  all  of  a piece,  as  if  it  were  actually 
some  gigantic  machine  surrounded  by  mists.  It  came  down 
rather  fast  from  the  celling  of  clouds  to  an  altitude  which 
we  thought  was  perhaps  a half  a mile  above  us.  Then  It 
stopped,  and  the  point  rose  quickly  until  the  object  was 
In  a vertical  position,  where  It  became  motionless. 


"During  this  time  the  dark  clouds  went  on  scudding 
across  the  sky,  dimly  lighted  from  underneath  by  the 
violet  luminosity  of  the  object.  It  was  an  extraordinary 
sight,  and  we  watched  It  intently.  All  over  the  country- 
side other  farmers  had  also  dropped  their  tools  and  were 
staring  up  at  the  sky  like  us. 

"All  at  once  white  smoke  exactly  like  a vapor  trail 
came  from  the  lower  end  of  the  cloud.  At  first  it  pointed 
to  the  ground  but  finally  rose  up  to  describe  around  the  vertical 
object  an  ascending  spiral.  While  the  rear  of  the  trail  was 
dissolving  In  the  air  and  being  carried  off  by  the  wind,  the 
source  of  the  trail  went  up  to  the  very  top  of  the  vertical 
object  and  then  started  to  come  down  again,  turning  In  the 
other  direction.  Only  then,  after  the  smoke  trail  had 
vanished  entirely,  could  v^e  see  the  object  that  was  sowing  it — 
a little  metallic  disk,  reflecting  in  Its  rapid  movements 
flashes  of  light  from  the  huge  vertical  object.  Ihe  little 
disk  then  stopped  turning  around  the  luminous  cloud  and 
went  down  toward  the  ground  again,  this  time  moving  r.wny. 

For  quite  a few  minutes  we  could  see  it  flying  low  over  the 
valley,  darting  here  and  there  at  great  speed,  sometimes 
speeding  up,  then  stopping  for  a few  seconds,  then  going  on 
again,  flying  In  every  direction  between  the  villages  that 
were  four  miles  apart.  Finally,  when  it  was  almost  a mile 
from  the  vertical  object  it  made  a final  dash  toward  It  at 
headlong  speed  and  disappeared  like  a shooting  star  into 
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the  lower  part  where  It  had  first  come  out.  Perhaps  a minute 
later  the  carrot  leaned  over  as  It  began  to  move,  accelerated 
and  disappeared  Into  the  clouds  In  the  distance.  The  whole 
thing  lasted  about  a half  an  hour.” 

It  would  take  us  too  long  to  quote  from  the  other  wit- 
nesses— about  a hundred  In  all— but  their  stories  were  about 
the  same. 

At  this  point  are  you  probably  saying  to  yourselves,  "Is 
this  a serious  scientist  in  front  of  us  telling  us  a tall 
tale  Just  be  entertaining?  Could  It  be  that  he  possible 
believes  this  stuff?”  Well,  certainly.  If  It  Is  a tall  tale, 
it  is  not  consciously  told  as  such.  It  is  told,  remember,  as 
far  as  we  are  concerned,  as  a report.  We  are  all  somewhat 
In  the  fix,  perhaps,  of  membezeof  an  aboriginal  tribe 
attempting  to  evaluate  the  report  of  a fellow  member  who  had, 
in  some  unaccountable  way,  an  encounter  with  a helicopter,  a 
device  totally  unknown  to  his  fellow  tribesmen.  A tall  tale, 
or  did  he  really  see  something?  Our  only  basis  of  Judpnent 
would  be  his  past  recox*d  of  credibility,  or  the  records  of 
all  those  who  reported  having  seen  the  helicopter,  Ihere 
would  certainly  be  no  scientific  way  of  Judging  their  story. 
The  easy  way  out,  of  course,  would  be  simply  to  regard  It 
as  Just  that— ^ story.  It  would  absolve  his  fellow  tribesmen 
from  the  necessity  of  doing  any  serious  thinking  about  it. 
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tn  our  own  case,  and  In  the  cases  shortly  to  be  before 
us,  we  can  vouch  only  for  the  fact  that  the  reports  do  exist, 
and  that  whatever  stimulus  generated  them.  It  generated  them 
for  a number  of  observers  rather  than  a single  Individual. 

Let  us  go  on  with  a few  more  French  saucers  and  then 
sample  a few  from  this  country  and  elsewhere.  Let  me 
capsulate  a few; 

September  7 at  Amiens,  7:13  a.m.;  "...my  eyes  were  caught 

by  a sort  of  mound,  two  hundred  yards  away  In  a field.  It 
looked  something  like  an  unfinished  haystack,  with  an  upside 
down  plate  on  top. 

"’niat’s  a queer  color  for  a haystack,"  I said  to  Yves, "look 
at  It."  All  of  a sudden  I noticed  that  the  haystack  was 
moving  a little,  with  a alight  swing  back  and  forth,  like  an 
oscillation.  We  both  rushed  toward  the  mysterious  object. 

When  we  got  close  the  object  took  off  on  a slant,  traveled 
diagonally  upward  for  about  fifty  feet,  and  then  began  to 
go  straight  up.  We  watched  It  for  three  minutes.  Itie  object 
was  about  30  feet  In  diameter." 

September  18;  "...an  object  arrived  at  high  speed  over 

the  horizon,  stood  still  several  minutes  over  the  town,  and 
then  disappeared  Into  the  zenith." 

September  19:  "A  circular  object  appeared  suddenly  In 

the  north.  It  was  flat  gray  and  appeared  to  be  metallic; 

It  slowed,  stopped,  and  remained  motionless  for  about  30 
seconds,  during  which  time  It  swayed  back  and  forth  slightly. 
After  a half  minute  It  went  off  again  In  a northwest  direction." 
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Sarae  day,  nlgjht:  "A  bright  light  crossed  the  sky,  slowed 

down  and  landed.  It  seemed  to  be  the  size  of  a small  bus. 

After  staying  on  the  ground  for  about  40  seconds,  the  light 
became  reddish  and  rose  vertically,  and  like  a red  ball,  went 
off  toward  the  southeast," 

September  22:  Under  the  clouds  a huge,  luminous  ball 

hung  motionless.  Reddish  and  surrounded  by  a sort  of  moving 
smoke,  also  luminous.  Watched  for  half  an  hour,  Tlien  suddenly 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  ball  there  emerged  another,  much 
smaller  luminous  ballj  after  a few  seconds  of  free  fall  it 
slowed,  turned  obliquely  and  disappeared  at  high  speed,  A 
moment  later  dropped  and  went  off — and  then  a third,  and  a 
fourth.  Just  then  an  airplane  appeared  in  another  part  of 
the  sky;  It  seemed  on  a collision  course  with  the  ball.  The 
ball  abruptly  changed  position  and  rose  Into  the  clouds  and 
disappeared,  “Hie  show  was  over. 

September  26:  Ilie  little  dog  began  to  bark  and  howl 

miserably.  She  saw  it  standing  in  front  of  something  that 
looked  like  a scarecrow.  But  going  closer  she  saw  that  the 
scarecrow  was  some  sort  of  a small  diving  suit,  made  of 
translucent  plastic  material.  Behind  the  blurred  transparency 
of  the  helmet,  two  large  eyes  were  staring  out  at  her;  the 
suit  began  moving  toward  her  with  a kind  of  qulok,  waddling 
gait. 

She  uttered  a cry  of  terror  and  took  to  the  fields. 

Looking  back  she  saw  a big  metallic  object,  circular  and 
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rather  flat,  rise  up  behind  nearby  trees,  move  off  nearly 
level  with  the  wheat  field,  and  then  took  off  toward  the 
northeast  with  considerable  speed,  gaining  altitude  as  It 
did  so. 

Neighbors  gathered  quickly  and  at  the  spot  where  the 
aircraft  had  risen,  they  found  a circle,  ten  or  so  feet  In 
diameter  vrtiere  the  shrubs  had  been  crushed.  Trees  at  the 
edge  of  this  Imprint  had  some  branches  broken  and  the  bark 
rubbed  off,  and  the  wheat  In  the  direction  of  take-off  was 
flattened  out  in  radiating  lines. 

In  this  last  cited  report,  the  original  witness  was  found 
in  a state  of  nervous  collapse.  She  was  put  to  bed  where  she 
remained  for  two  days  with  a high  fever. 

Likewise:  September  28:  A tramp  locomotive  was  running 

on  a railway  line  from  Mantes  to  Vannes.  In  the  marsh  close 
to  the  tracks  a circular,  flat  machine  was  in  rapid  flight 
Just  above  the  ground.  Luminous,  dark  red,  tinged  with  violet. 
It  soon  reached  the  locomotive,  flying  only  a fev/  yards  above 
It,  and  then  followed  it.  'Rien  It  accelerated  and  disappeared 
tov/ard  the  v/est  at  a terrific  speed.  For  a few  seconds  the 
clouds  continued  to  be  Illuminated  by  a violet  light.  Ttie 
fireman,  bewildered,  was  trembling  so  much  that  his  place 
had  to  be  taken  until  they  reached  the  station.  He  had  to 
be  helped  to  his  bed  and  for  several  days  he  suffered  from 
nervous  shock. 

•nie  climax  of  the  French  wave  came  on  September  30  and 
October  1,  195^>  a vfave  which  was  over  by  October  18,  But 
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on  those  two  days,  hundreds  of  reports  flooded  in.  But 
there  was  no  mechanism  ’whatever  to  handle  them.  No  scientist 
would  touch  this  tricky  subject,  and  their  official  Air  Force 
team  began  sorting  reports  by  tossing  out  the  "obviously 
Incredible  reports,"  Tliey  latched  onto  those  cases  In  which 
they  could  foresee  a natural  explanation,  a most  human  and 
understandable  reaction. 

Itils  French  wave  of  stories  Is  reminiscent  of  another 
wave  of  strange  stories  that  flooded  France  a century  and 
a half  ago— stories  of  stones  that  fell  from  heaven.  Persis- 
tent stories  came  In,  In  waves,  from  time  to  time,  of  stones 
that  fell  fi’om  the  sky,  Nov/,  ho’w  credulous  can  one  get — 
stones  falling  from  the  sky,  Indeed! 

But  in  due  course  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences  appointed 
a committee  to  study  the  subject,  and  after  a full  examination 
of  the  stories,  reported  back  to  the  Academy  that  there  was 
nothing  to  It — the  stones  In  question  had  not  fallen  from  the 
sky  but  had  been  hit  by  lightning!  This  despite  their  much 
greater  density  and  obvious  difference  from  surrounding  stones. 
V/hen  a group  of  people  don’t  want  to  admit  soraethir^,  there's 
nothing  quite  as  har’d  headed  as  a scientific  committee,  on 
which  each  man  has  his  scientific  r’eputatlon  to  protect  and 
going  out  on  a limb  Is  certainly  not  the  way  to  do  it. 

'Rie  great  Irony  of  it— and  I choose  the  v/oird  Irony  with 
care — came  Just  a few  years  later  *.idien  the  little  tm-m  of 
L’Algle  France  was  literally  pepp>ered  v/lth  Iron  meteorites. 
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(A  written  voralon  of  the  talk  presente 
to  the  Hypervelocity  Impact  Conference 
Fglln  Air  Force  Base,  April  27 ^ 


I find  It  Intriguing  that  at  such 
gathering  as  this  I,  an  astronomer,  should  be  as 
address  you,  not  on  the  subject  of  satellite  tracking 
my  work  for  the  past  four  years — nor  on  stellar  spectro 


scopy,  stellar  evolution,  nor  on  the  expanding  universe 


all  topics  to  which  I could  do  some  manner  of  Justice — 
but  on  Unldentlf led  Flying  Objects.  Not  that  I am  not 
qualified  to  apeaJc  on  this  topic.  Perhaps,  If  I may  be 
permitted  to  say  so  without  Incurring  the  charge  of 
immodeety,  I am  uniquely  qualified  In  all  except  one 
way  to  speak  to  you — and  that  exception  la  simply  that 
I have  never  seen  a UFO.  But  I have  had  as  much  experience 
I daresay,  as  perhaps  almost  anyone  with  UT’’0's  on  their 
own  plane  of  existence.  And  on  that  plane  they  are  as  real 
as  rain,  That  plane  Is  that  of  reports — for  as  far  as 
any  of  us  here  are  concerned —unless  some  of  you  In  the 


audience  have  had  personal  experience— they  exist  for  you 
and  me  simply  as  report®- 


t 


t 

-19- 

'Rila  time  the  French  scientist  Blot  alone  undertook  the 
Investigation,  and  in  the  face  of  Incontrovertible  evidence 
he  and  his  colleagues  finally  were  convinced.  Since  the 
year  I803  a meteorite  can  land  In  Prance  with  the  full  per- 
mission of  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences. 

Lest  you  think  that  all  the  cases  I have  are  French,  I 
will  pass  on  to  others,  after  Just  one  more  which  bears  some 
resemblance  to  a case  which  was  reported  from  Louisiana, 
which,  of  course,  was  originally  French  terrltoi^y. 

It  1s  October  ^ and  we  are  at  Poncey.  "It  was  about 
8:00  p.m,,"  Mrs.  Foumeret  said,  "and  It  had  already  been 
dark  for  some  time.  About  20  yards  from  the  house.  In  the 
meadow,  a luminous  body  v/as  balancing  Itself  lightly  In  the 
air,  to  the  right  of  the  plum  tree,  as  If  preparing  to  land. 

As  well  as  I was  able  to  Judge,  the  object  was  about  three 
yards  In  diameter  and  seemed  elongated,  horizontal,  and 
orange  colored,  I was  beside  myself  with  fright  and  seized 
the  boy,  running  v/lth  him  to  Boulller's  house  where  we 
closed  the  door  tight.” 

'Phe  neighbors  armed  themselves,  the  report  continues, 
and  went  out  to  Investigate,  Nothing  v;as  there,  but  they 
said  they  found  an  area  over  a yard  and  a half  long,  27-inehes 
wide  at  one  end,  20  at  the  other,  where  the  ground  appeared  to 
have  been  sucked  up.  On  the  fresh  soil  of  this  hole  they  said 
white  worms  wriggled,  and  the  earth  that  had  been  tom  out  was 
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scattered  all  around  the  hole  In  clods  ten  or  twelve  inches 
across  over  a radius  of  about  four  yards.  On  the  Inner  edge 
of  the  hole  similar  clods  hung  dovm;  the  earth  had  been  pulled 
out  in  such  a way  that  about  half  way  down  the  hole  was  v/lder 


than  at  ground  level. 

Ttiey  reported  further  that  the  little  roots  and  rootlets 
In  this  fertile  soil  were  Intact  everywhere  on  the  inner  sur 
face  of  the  hole  and  that  not  one  had  been  cut,  as  would  have 


been  the  case  if  the  excavation  had  been  made  In  the  nonnal 
way.  At  the  center  of  the  hole,  they  said,  lay  a plant  with 


a long  root,  still  attached  by  the  end  of  the  root  to  the 
soil  at  the  bottom  of  the  hole,  with  all  its  rootlets  exposed 
to  the  air,  completely  undamaged.  In  short.  If  we  are  to 
accept  this  report  made  In  concert  by  a small  crowd  and 


Investigated  by  Michel,  it  looked  Just  as  If  the  mass  of 
earth  spi^ad  over  the  surrounding  grass  had  been  sucked  out 


by  a gigantic  vacuum* 

The  report  stated  further  that  while  the  villagers 
still  crowded  around  the  edge  of  the  hole,  a lad  arrived  on 


his  bicycle,  not  knowing  anything  of  what  had  been  going  on. 
'hliat  d fright  I Just  had,’'  he  said*  "I  saw  some  kind  of  a 


(t 


luminous  object  that  was  going  toward  the  southeast  and 
climbing.  It  was  like  an  airplane  v/lthout  any  wings,  nothing 
but  the  fuselage.  \n6  the  faster  It  went,  the  greener  It  was 


Same  day,  night:  "A  bright  light  crossed  the  sky,  slowed 

down  and  landed.  It  seemed  to  be  the  alse  of  a small  bus. 

After  staying  on  the  ground  for  about  40  seconds,  the  light 
became  reddish  and  rose  vertically,  and  like  a red  ball,  went 
off  toward  the  southeast.” 

September  22:  Under  the  clouds  a huge,  luminous  ball 

hung  motionless.  Reddish  and  surrounded  by  a sort  of  moving 
smoke,  also  luminous.  Watched  for  half  an  hour.  Ttien  suddenly 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  ball  there  emerged  another,  muoh 
smaller  luminous  ball;  after  a few  seconds  of  free  fall  It 
slowed,  turned  obliquely  and  disappeared  at  high  speed.  A 
moment  later  dropped  and  went  off — and  then  a third,  and  a 
fourth.  Just  then  an  airplane  appeared  In  another  part  of 
the  sky;  It  seemed  on  a collision  course  with  the  ball,  ^e 
ball  abruptly  changed  position  and  rose  Into  the  clouds  and 
disappeared,  Ihe  show  was  over. 

September  26:  'Ihe  little  dog  began  to  bark  and  howl 

miserably.  She  saw  It  standing  In  front  of  something  that 
looked  like  a scarecrow.  But  going  closer  she  saw  that  the 
scarecrow  was  some  sort  of  a small  diving  suit,  made  of 
translucent  plastic  material.  Behind  the  blurred  transparency 
of  the  helmet,  two  large  eyes  were  staring  out  at  her;  the 
suit  began  moving  toward  her  with  a kind  of  quick,  waddling 
gait. 

She  uttered  a cry  of  terror  and  took  to  the  fields. 

Looking  back  she  saw  a big  metallic  object,  circular  and 


rather  flat,  rise  up  behind  nearby  trees,  move  off  nearly 
level  with  the  wheat  field,  and  then  took  off  toward  the 
northeast  with  considerable  speed,  gaining  altitude  as  it 
did  so. 

Neighbors  gathered  quickly  and  at  the  spot  where  the 
aircraft  had  risen,  they  found  a circle,  ten  or  so  feet  in 
diameter  where  the  shrubs  had  been  crushed.  Trees  at  the 
edge  of  this  imprint  had  some  branches  broken  and  the  bark 
nibbed  off,  and  the  wheat  in  the  direction  of  take-off  was 
flattened  out  in  radiating  lines. 

In  this  last  cited  report,  the  original  witness  was  found 
In  a state  of  nervous  collapse.  She  v/as  put  to  bed  where  she 
remained  for  tv/o  days  with  a high  fever. 

Likewise;  September  28;  A tramp  locomotive  was  running 
on  a railway  line  from  Nantes  to  Vannea,  In  the  marsh  close 
to  the  tracks  a circular,  flat  machine  was  in  rapid  flight 
Just  above  the  ground.  Luminous,  daric  red,  tinged  with  violet. 
It  soon  reached  the  locomotive,  flying  only  a fev/  yards  above 
It,  and  tl^n  follov/ed  It.  Then  It  accelerated  and  disappeared 
toward  the  v/est  at  a terrific  speed.  For  a few  seconds  the 
clouds  continued  to  be  illuminated  by  a violet  light.  TTie 
fireman,  bewildered,  was  trembling  so  much  that  his  place 
had  to  be  taken  until  they  reached  the  station.  He  had  to 
be  helped  to  his  bed  and  for  several  days  he  suffered  from 
nervous  shock. 

The  climax  of  the  French  v/ave  came  on  September  30  and 
October  1,  195^ > a wave  which  was  over  by  October  l8.  But 
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on  those  tv/o  days,  hundreds  of  reports  flooded  In,  But 
there  was  no  mechanism  v/hatever  to  handle  them.  No  scientist 
would  touch  this  tricky  subject,  and  their  official  Air  Force 
team  began  sorting  reports  by  tossing  out  the  "obviously 
Incredible  reports."  Hiey  latched  onto  those  cases  in  which 
they  could  foresee  a natural  explanation,  a most  human  and 
understandable  reaction. 

This  French  wave  of  stories  is  reminiscent  of  another 
wave  of  strange  stories  that  flooded  France  a century  and 
a half  ago— stories  of  stones  that  fell  from  heaven.  Persis- 
tent stories  came  In,  In  waves,  from  time  to  time,  of  stones 
that  fell  fi'om  the  sky.  Now,  hov;  credulous  can  one  get — 
stones  falling  from  the  sky.  Indeed  I 

But  In  due  course  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences  appointed 
a committee  to  study  the  subject,  and  after  a full  examination 
of  the  stories,  reported  back  to  the  Academy  that  there  was 
nothing  to  It — the  stones  in  question  had  not  fallen  from  the 
sky  but  had  been  hit  by  lightning!  Ihls  despite  their  much 
greater  density  and  obvious  difference  from  surrounding  stones, 
\!hen  a group  of  people  don’t  wont  to  admit  something,  there's 
nothing  quite  as  hard  headed  as  a scientific  committee,  on 
which  each  man  has  his  scientific  reputation  to  protect  and 
going  out  on  a limb  is  certainly  not  the  way  to  do  it. 

The  great  Irony  of  it— and  I choose  the  word  Irony  with 
care — came  Just  a few  years  later  when  the  little  town  of 
L'Algle  France  was  literally  peppered  v;lth  Iron  meteorites. 
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Hils  time  the  French  scientist  Blot  alone  undertook  the 
Investigation,  and  In  the  face  of  Incontrovertible  evidence 
he  and  hla  colleagues  finally  were  convinced.  Since  the 
year  I803  a meteorite  can  land  In  France  with  the  full  per- 
mission of  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences. 

Lest  you  think  that  all  the  cases  I have  are  French,  I 
will  pass  on  to  others,  after  Just  one  more  which  bears  some 
resemblance  to  a case  which  was  reported  from  Louisiana, 
which,  of  course,  was  originally  French  territory. 

It  la  October  4 and  we  are  at  Poncey.  "It  was  about 
8:00  p.m,,"  Mrs.  Foumeret  said,  "and  it  had  already  been 
dark  for  some  time.  About  20  yards  from  the  house.  In  the 
meadow,  a luminous  body  was  balancing  Itself  lightly  In  the 
air,  to  the  right  of  the  plum  tree,  as  If  preparing  to  land. 

As  well  as  I was  able  to  Judge,  the  object  was  about  three 
yards  In  diameter  and  seemed  elongated,  horizontal,  and 
orange  colored.  I was  beside  myself  with  fright  and  seized 
the  boy,  running  with  him  to  r*ie  Boulller's  house  where  we 
closed  the  door  tight.” 

'Ihe  neighbors  armed  themselves,  the  report  continues, 
and  went  out  to  Investigate.  Nothing  was  there,  but  they 
said  they  found  an  area  over  a yard  and  a half  long,  27-lnches 
wide  at  one  end,  20  at  the  other,  where  the  ground  appeared  to 
have  been  sucked  up.  On  the  fi^ah  soil  of  this  hole  they  said 
white  worms  wriggled,  and  the  earth  that  had  been  tom  out  was 
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scattered  all  around  the  hole  In  clods  ten  or  twelve  Inches 
across  over  a radius  of  about  four  yards.  On  the  inner  edge 
of  the  hole  similar  clods  hung  dovmj  the  earth  had  been  pulled 
out  In  such  a way  that  about  half  way  down  the  hole  was  wider 
than  at  ground  level. 

'Biey  reported  further  that  the  little  roots  and  rootlets 
in  this  fertile  soil  vyere  intact  everywhere  on  the  inner  sur 
face  of  the  hole  and  that  not  one  had  been  cut,  as  would  have 
been  the  case  if  the  excavation  had  been  made  in  the  normal 
way.  At  the  center  of  the  hole,  they  said,  lay  a plant  with 
a long  root,  still,  attached  by  the  end  of  the  root  to  the 
soil  at  the  bottom  of  the  hole,  with  all  Its  rootlets  exposed 
to  the  air,  completely  undamaged.  In  short,  if  we  are  to 
accept  this  report  made  In  concert  by  a small  crowd  and 
investigated  by  Michel,  it  looked  Just  as  if  the  mass  of 
earth  spread  oyer  the  surrounding  grass  had  been  sucked  out 
by  a gigantic  vacuum. 

Hie  report  stated  further  that  while  the  villagers 
still  crov/ded  around  the  edge  of  the  hole,  a lad  arrived  on 
his  bicycle,  not  knowing  anything  of  what  had  been  going  on. 
'*\NTiat  a fright  I Just  had,”  he  said,  "I  saw  some  kind  of  a 
luminous  object  that  v/as  going  toward  the  southeast  and 
climbing*  It  was  like  an  airplane  v/lthout  any  wings,  nothing 
but  the  fuselage.  And  the  faster  it  went,  the  greener  it  was." 
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Time  does  not  permit  me  to  continue  these  tales.  There 
were  also  a number  of  cases  during  this  Interval  Involving  en- 
counters with  occupants  of  the  craft  that  had  landed. 
Descriptions  from  all  over  France  were  remarkably  alike. 

Small  men.  In  diving  sult-llke  costumes— all  non-hostlle 
but  ready  .to  protect  themselves.  Frequently  It  was  reported 
that  automobile  motors  and  li^ts  went  out  when  the  object 
was  nearby,  and  promptly  came  back  Into  normal  operation  when 
the  object  had  left. 

This  brings  to  mind  the  famous  Hopkinsville  case  In 
Kentucky,  investigated  by  a chap  who  was,  quite  Inadvertently 
and  unbeknown  to  me  at  the  time  of  hla  hiring,  employed  by 
me  in  the  satellite  tracking  project.  As  time  went  on  I got 
the  full  story  from  him  and  Indeed  I could  have  spent  the 
entire  hour  tonight  telling  this  talke,  a tale  so  Incredible 
that  no  sober  scientist  would  care  to  be  caught  within  ten 
feet  of  it.  Yet  It  is  one  of  the  reports -,;i.nd  I stress  again, 
reports,  because  my  friend  saw  nothing  himself,  but  merely 
Interrogated,  he  having  been  at  that  time  the  announcer  at 
their  local  radio  station. 

I have  here  some  drawings  that  my  friend  composed  from 
the  descriptions  given  to  him,  independently,  by  the  highly 
untutored  people  who  reported  they  had  had  this  outlandish 
experience.  Tbils  brings  to  mind  the  report  of  Father  Gill 
In  New  Guinea  in  which  he  stated  that  he  waved  to  some 
creatures  In  a flying  saucer  and  that  they  waved  back*. 
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By  luck  I seem  to  have  known  a nurabcr  of  people  who 
were  directly  concerned  with  UPO  cases,  though  unfortunately 
(or  perhaps  I should  say  fortunately!)  I have  never  had  any 
personal  e;q)erience  with  a UFO.  Hiore  was  the  dozing  pas- 
senger In  the  famous  CShlles-Whltted  case  In  Alabama  about 
10  years  ago,  and  there  Is  the  balloonist,  Charles  Moore, 
who  recently  took  the  observations  that  established  the 
presence  of  water  on  Venus.  Speaking  of  balloonists,  I 
happen  also  to  know  personally  the  man  who  launched  the 
first  Sky  Hook  balloon.  In  the  days  when  these  things  were 
supersecret,  and  which  particular  balloon  happened  to  cause 
Captain  Mantell's  death  when  on  that  fateful  day  he  blacked 
out  In  attempting  to  identify  It. 

Tlie  Charles  Moor*e  case  Is  of  some  Interest  In  Itself 
because  of  the  high  technical  qualifications  of  the  observer. 
He  was  preparing  a site  for  the  launching  of  a large  test 
balloon  at  \s/hlte  Sands  on  April  2^,  19^9*  He  was  checking  on 
cross-winds  in  the  valley  between  tv/o  mountain  ranges  and  had 
launched  a small  weather  balloon,  watching  It  In  a theodolite, 
keeping  it  on  the  cross-hairs.  He  had  a new  chap  on  the  team 
who  wanted  experience  in  tracking  balloons}  and  so  Moore 
turned  the  theodolite  to  him,  cautioning  him  to  keep  it  on 
and  not  lose  it,  because  Moore  dldn*t  want  to  waste  a balloon. 
Shortly  after,  Moore  looked  up  to  check  the  balloon  by  unaided 
eye  and  thought  he  saw  It  moving  off  to  the  east.  He  yelled 
at  the  chap  that  he  had  lost  the  balloon,  but  the  chap  said. 
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By  luck  I seem  to  have  known  a number  of  people  who 
were  directly  concerned  with  UFO  cases,  though  unfortunately 
(or  perhaps  I should  say  fortunately!)  I have  never  had  any 
personal  experience  with  a UPO,  Ihore  was  the  dozing  pas- 
senger In  the  famous  Chlles-Whltted  case  In  Alabama  about 
10  years  ago,  and  there  Is  the  balloonist,  Charles  Mooj?e, 
who  recently  took  the  observations  that  established  the 
presence  of  water  on  Venus.  Speaking  of  balloonists,  I 
happen  also  to  know  personally  the  man  who  launched  the 
first  Sky  Hook  balloon.  In  the  days  when  these  things  we re 
aupersecret,  and  which  particular  balloon  happened  to  cause 
Captain  Mantell's  death  when  on  that  fateful  day  he  blacked 
out  In  attempting  to  Identify  It. 

Ihe  Charles  Mooi»c  case  is  of  some  Interest  In  Itself 
because  of  the  high  technical  qualifications  of  the  observer. 
He  was  preparing  a site  for  the  launching  of  a large  test 
balloon  at  V/hlte  Sands  on  April  24,  1949-  He  was  checking  on 
cross-winds  In  the  valley  between  two  mountain  ranges  and  had 
launched  a small  v;eather  balloon,  watching  It  In  a theodolite, 
keeping  it  on  the  cross-hairs.  He  had  a new  chap  on  the  team 
who  wanted  experience  In  tracking  balloons;  and  so  Moore 

h 

turned  the  theodolite  to  him,  cautioning  him  to  keep  it  on 
and  not  lose  It,  because  Moore  didn't  want  to  waste  a balloon. 
Shortly  after,  Moore  looked  up  to  check  the  balloon  by  unaided 
eye  and  thought  he  saw  It  moving  off  to  the  east.  He  yelled 
at  the  chap  that  he  had  lost  the  balloon,  but  the  chap  said. 
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Some  years  ago  the  Air  Force  did  me  the  honor  of 
adopting— at  least  seml-offlclally — my  definition  of 
Plying  Saucers.  “A  Plying  Saucer  la  any  aerial  sighting 
or  phenomenon  that  remains  unexplained  long  enough  for 
someone  to  vrrlte  a report  about  It." 

PHy  acquaintance  vn.th  Plying  Saucers,  as  reports, 
goes  back  twelve  years  when,  as  an  astronomer  at  Ohio 
State,  and  hence  quite  close  to  Wright  Field  and  the 
Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center — I was  asked  to  review 
some  200  reports  to  see  how  many  could  be  explained  on  an 
astronomical  basis.  Most  unfortunately,  the  really  Inter- 
esting ones  could  not  he.  There  were  many  meteors  and 
fireballs,  and  occasionally  the  planets,  as  In  one  case 
where  JUplter  and  Its  four  bright  satellites  was  reported 
as  a mother  space  ship  and  Its  brood  of  small  craft.  But 
the  real  lulus,  sliver  disks  that  sped  across  the  sky, 
lights  that  wandered  about  the  sky  at  night,  luminous 
objects  that  landed  and  from  which  emerged  little  men, 
or  as  In  the  case  of  two  FBI  operatives  I Interviewed 
(quite  a switch — usually  they  Interview  me)  who  were 
scared  witless  (l^he  wox*d  Is  witless)  by  a large  version 
of  a child's  Oirl.atmas  toy  top  that  buzzed  them  on  a 
lonely  road  In  !>euth  Carolina  at  4:00  a.m. — none  of  these 
reports  had,  at  Xeast  In  my  mind,  a ready  explanation. 
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"Nope --It'S  still  on  the  cross -wires Moore  looked  and 
confirmed  this,  and  then  rapidly  switched  the  theodolite 
to  the  strange  object,  catching  it  after  It  had  "passed 
through"  the  sun.  It  was  elliptical,  two  or  three  times 
as  long  as  it  was  wide,  moving  along  Its  major  axis,  and 
covered  the  entire  sky  from  the  southwest  to  the  northeast 
In  60  seconds.  Five  others  saw  it  and  confirmed  Moore’s 
sighting.  Moore  checked  his  refocus  of  the  theodolite  and 
found  it  had  been  focused  for  Infinity,  In  ray  talks  with 
him,  he  has  completoly  ruled  out  the  possibility  of  aircraft, 
particularly  since  It  covered  the  sky  In  60  seconds.  It 
went  down  to  an  elevation  of  25  degrees  and  then  Just  before 
it  disappeared,  which  It  seemed  to  do  quickly,  it  rose  in 
elevation  by  5 degrees,  as  checked  by  the  theodolite. 

^is  sighting  has  been  classified  as  a mirage  by  some 
"experts"  but  the  physics  In  this  case  certainly  escapes  me. 
Moore  then  laxmohed  another  balloon  and  tracked  it  throughout 
Its  course  to  90,000  feet.  At  no  level  vie  re  the  winds  from 
the  southwest,  so  a balloon  la  ruled  out. 

I like  to  talk  with  and  slze-up  importers  of  reports.  I 
have  talked  with  Adamskl,  and  find  him  an  out-and-out  fraud, 
despite  the  fact  that  Queen  Wllhelmlna  gave  him  a special 
audience.  He  is  the  gentleman  who  professes  to  have  ]?egular 
consort  with  saucers  and  their  Inhabitants,  and  even  to  have 
taken  a trip  In  a saucer.  Long  years  of  experience  with 
people  who  come  to  the  observatory,  or  write  In  about  their 
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theories— which  I file  In  ray  file  called  novel  Ideas  to  avoid 
the  possible  libel  Implications  of  crackpot— have  taught  me 
how  a typical  fraud  or  crackpot  chooses  his  words  and  phruses. 
Among  other  things,  he  cannot  conduct  a rational  discussion, 
but  resorts  to  constant  repetition;  he  won’t  listen  to  the 
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other  person  and  cannot  answer  questions  rationally  or 
intelligently. 

I have  never,  however,  attended  a saucerian  convention. 

The  Sixth  Interplanetary  Si)acecraft  Convention  was  held  In 
Yucca  Valley,  California,  on  last  May  31  and  JUne  1,  v;lth 
10,000  In  attendance.  It  was  here  that  one  newsman  was 
wandering,  bewildered,  trying  to  find  someone  sane  to  talk 
to,  and  entered  Into  conversation  with  one  young  woman  who 
appeared  to  have  sense;  and  so  he  discussed  with  her  his 
interest  in  Mars,  pointing  out  that  he  had  a small  telescope 
and  often  obseinred  Mara,  The  young  lady  listened  intently, 
making  an  Intelligent  comment  occasionally,  but  the  budding 
friendship  ended  most  abruptly  when  she  said,  "How  interesting 
and  when  did  you  last  visit  Mars?'* 

At  another  convention,  a saucer  enthusiast  distributed 
packets  of  hair  clipped  from  a 385-pound  Venusian  dog.  It’s 
things  like  this  that  give  saucers  a bad  name  I!  Scarce  v/onder 
that  the  whole  subject— which  undoubtedly  has  some  scientific 
paydirt  In  It— is  so  easily  tossed  aside  by  responsible  people 
And,  oh  yes,  at  another  convention  one  could  buy  a book 
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entitled,  Saturnian  Lover,"  photographs  of  saucers, 
the  moon  seen  from  an  approaching  saucer,  moon  scenery,  and 
could  buy  a record  of  Saturnian  music;  and,  If  they  stayed 
up  late  enough,  the  conventioneers  would  see  mysterious 
blue  ll^ts  at  play  and  observe  a balloon-shaped  saucer 
that  rose  opportunely  from  behind  the  bam. 

We  have  gone  from  the  sincerely  attested  reports,  made 
by  people  highly  respected  In  their  communities,  to  sheer 
charlatanism— but  one  must  take  care  to  step  carefully  to 
distinguish  the  daisies  from  the  cow  dung. 

I have  three  more  items  to  place  before  you,  the  Jury, 

"Last  Monday  night,  about  10:30*”  Hamilton  said,  " we 
were  awakened  by  a noise  among  the  cattle.  I arose,  thinking 
that  perhaps  ray  bulldog  was  performing  some  of  his  pranks,  but 
upon  going  to  the  door  saw  to  my  utter  astonishment  an  air- 
ship slowly  descending  over  my  cow  lot,  about  40  rods  from 
the  house.  Calling  tenant.  Old  Hesllp,  and  my  son  Wall, 

vte  seized  some  axes  and  ran  to  the  corral.  Meanwhile,  the 
ship  had  been  gently  descending  until  It  was  not  more  than 
30  feet  above  the  ground,  and  we  came  within  50  yards  of  It. 

It  consisted  of  a great  cigar — shaped  portion,  possibly  300 
feet  long,  with  a carriage  underneath.  The  carriage  v/as 
made  of  glass  or  some  other  transparent  substance  alternating 
with  a narrow  strip  of  some  material.  It  was  brilliantly 
lighted  within  and  everything  was  plainly  visible — it  vms 
occupied  by  six  of  the  strangest  beings  I ever  saw.  Ihey 
were  Jabbering  together,  but  we  could  not  understand  a word 
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they  3ald. 

"Every  part  of  the  vessel  which  was  not  transparent  was 
of  a dark  reddish  color.  We  stood  mute  with  wonder  and 
fright,  when  some  noise  attracted  their  attention  and  they 
turned  a light  directly  upon  us.  Immediately  on  catching 
sight  of  us  they  turned  on  some  unknown  power,  and  a great 
turb’lne  wheel,  about  30  feet  In  diameter,  which  v/as  slowly 
revolving  below  the  craft  began  to  bU2S  and  the  vessel  rose 

t 

lightly  as  a bird.  When  about  300  feet  above  us  It  seemed 
to  pause  and  hover  directly  over  a two-year  old  heifer,  which 
was  bawling  and  Jumping,  apparently  fast  In  the  fence.  (Jolng 
to  her  we  found  a cable  about  a half-inch  In  thickness  made 
of  the  same  red  material,  fastened  In  a slip  knot  around  her 
neck,  one  end  passing  up  to  the  vessel,  and  the  heifer  tangled 
in  the  wire  fence.  Me  tried  to  get  it  off  but  could  not,  so  we 
cut  the  wire  loose  and  stood  In  amazement  to  see  the  ship, 
heifer  and  all  rise  slowly,  disappearing  In  the  northwest. 

We  went  home,  but  I was  so  frightened  I couldn’t  sleep. 

Rising  early  Tuesday  I started  out  by  horse,  hoping  to  find 
some  trace  of  my  cow.  Itils  I failed  to  do  but  coming  back 
In  the  evening  found  that  Link  Thomas,  about  three  or  four 
miles  west  of  Leroy,  had  found  the  hide,  legs  and  head  in 
his  field  that  day.  He,  thinking  someone  had  butchered  a 
stolen  beast,  had  brou^t  the  hide  to  town  for  identification, 
but  was  greatly  mystified  In  not  being  able  to  find  any  tracks 
In  the  soft  ground.  After  Identifying  the  hide  by  ray  brand, 

I went  home;  but  every  time  I would  drop  to  sleep  I would 
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see  the  cursed  thing,  with  Its  big  lights  and  hideous  people, 

I don't  know  whether  they  are  devils  or  angels,  or  whati  but 
we  all  saw  then,  and  ray  whole  fanlly  saw  the  ship,  and  I 
don't  want  any  more  to  do  with  then." 

Hamilton  has  long  been  a resident  of  Kansas  and  Is  known 
all  over  Woodson,  Allen,  Coffey  and  Anderson  counties.  He 
was  a member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  staked  his 
sacred  honor  upon  the  truth  of  his  story.  An  affadavlt 
follows:  As  there  are  now,  always  have  been  and  always  will 

be  skeptics  and  unbelievers  whenever  the  truth  of  anything 
bordering  on  the  improbable  Is  presented,  and  knowing  that 
some  Ignorant  or  suspicious  people  will  doubt  the  truthful- 
ness of  the  above  statement,  now,  therefore  we,  the  under- 
signed, do  hereby  make  the  following  affadavlt:  'That  we 

have  known  Alexander  Hamilton  from  one  to  thirty  years, 
and  that  for  tinxth  and  veracity  we  have  never  heard  his 
word  questioned,  and  that  we  do  verily  believe  his  statement 
to  be  true  and  correct. 

signed— E.  V,  V-liarton,  state  oil  Inspector;  M.  E.  Hunt, 
Sheriff;  W.  Lauber,  Deputy  Sheriff;  H.  H.  V/lnter,  Banker; 

H.  S.  Johnson,  Pharmacist;  J.  H.  Stitcher,  Attorney; 

Alexander  Stewart,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  P.  W.  Butler, 

Druggist;  James  W.  Martin,  Registrar  of  Deeds;  and  H.  C. 

Rollins,  Postmaster. 

SUBSCRIBED  AND  SWORN  TO  BEFORE  ME  THIS  21a t DAY  OP  APRIL,  1897 


* • 
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Itils  sighting  was  but  one  of  a great  many  that  took 
place  during  the  great  airship  episode  of  1897 — the  ship 
that  was  sighted  and  Its  progress  watched  all  the  way  from 
San  Francisco  to  Virginia,  A look  at  the  nei’/spaper  files 
of  that  day  will  recount  the  events. 

Let  us  come  to  more  recent  times:  Again — let  me  remind 

you  that  as  before  we  a.re  dealing  at  the  level  of  reports. 

Ihese  are  nothing  but  reports  I bring  before  you— and  on 
their  level  of  existence,  they  are  real— that  is— real 
reports , 

Uoveraber  2,  1957»  lieve Hand,  Texas:  At  10:50  the  police 

station  received  a call  from  a local  farmhand  and  part-time 
barber,  Pedro  Saucedo  (a  symbolic  name),  and  his  companion 
Joe  Sala", . Itie  story:  Vfe  first  saw  a flash  of  light  in  the 

field  to  our  rl^t,  and  we  didn’t  think  much  about  it— then  It 
rose  up  out  of  the  field  and  started  toward  us,  picking  up 
sp>eed.  V/hen  it  got  nearer,  the  lights  of  my  truck  went  out 
and  the  motor  died.  I Jianped  out  and  hit  the  deck  as  the 
thing  passed  directly  over  the  truck  with  a great  sound  and 
a rush  of  wind.  It  sounded  like  thunder,  and  ray  truck  rocked 
from  the  blast.  I felt  a lot  of  heat.  Hien  I got  up  and 
_ watched  it  go  out  of  sight  toward  Levelland. 

Saucedo  said  the  object  was  torpedo  shaped — like  a rocket — 
and  estimated  It  as  200  feet  long.  Afraid  to  return  to  Levelland 
for  fear  of  encountering  It  again,  the  tvfo  men  drove  on  to 
V/hlteface,  ten  miles  west  of  Ijevelland,  where  they  phoned 
In  their  report.  Although  Saucedo  sounded  terrified,  the 
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officer  on  duty  did  not  at  that  time  take  the  report 
seriously. 

But  an  hour  later  the  police  got  another  telephor^  report. 
Jim  v/heeler,  about  four  miles  east  of  Levelland,  had  seen  a 
blazing  200-foot  egg-shaped  object  sitting  on  the  road  ahead 
of  him.  At  the  same  tlrae^  his  car  lights  went  out  and  his 
motor  died.  fBie  object  rose  and  disappeared.  A few  minutes 
later  came  a call  from  V/ltharral,  ten  miles  north -northeast 
of  Lave Hand;  Jose  Alvarez  reported  that  his  llf^ts  and  motor 
had  gone  dead  as  he  drove  near  a bright,  egg-ahaped  object  on 
the  road.  At  12:15  a.m.  Prank  V/llllams  of  Kermlt,  Texas, 
reported  a similar  encounter  in  the  same  area.  \</hlle  the 
officials  were  out  investigating — and.  Incidentally,  reporting 
strange  lights  themselves-f—the  police  station  received  a call 
from  James  Long,  who  reported  that  at  I1I5  a.m.  he  had  been 
driving  on  a farm  road  five  miles  N.W,  of  Levelland  when  he 
came  upon  a 200-foot-long,  egg-shaped  mass  that  glowed  like 
a neon  sign.  His  engine  cou^ed  and  died,  and  his  lights 
v/ent  out.  As  he  got  out  and  approached  the  object,  which 
was  less  than  a hundred  yards  away.  It  sjiddenly  took  off 
stral^t  upwards.  After  the  object  was  gone,  hls  engine 
started  easily. 

lliese  engine  stoppings,  we  remember,  also  occured  In  the 
French  Incidents.  Ihe  next  day  two  more  witnesses  reported 
to  the  police  that  they  had  encountered  a UPO.  Texas  Freshman 
was  approaching  Levelland  at  12:05  a.m.  when  he  noticed  hls 
ammeter  Jump  to  discharge  and  back — then  hls  motor  quit  as  If 
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It  vrere  out  of  gas —and  the  lights  went  out.  He  got  out  and 
looked  under  the  hood  but  could  find  nothing  wrong.  Turning 
around  he  saw  on  the  road  ahead  an  egg>shaped  object  with  a 
flattened  bottom— like  a loaf  of  bread  and  glowing  not  as 
bright  as  neon.  No  portholes  or  propellers  were  visible. 

Frightened,  Wright  got  back  Into  his  car  and  tried  to  start 
It,  but  without  success.  After  a few  minutes,  the  egg  rose 
almost  straight  up,  veered  slightly  to  the  north  and  dls- 
appeared  from  view  In  a "split  Instant."  After  It  was  gone, 
the  car  started  normally. 

And  now,  let  us  come  up  almost  to  the  present.  Ilils 
month  (April  at  La Camp,  Louisiana,  there  was  a sighting 
which  bears  some  relation  to  those  in  Prance.  Tliere  was, 
unfortunately,  only  one  visual  witness  but  several  auditory 
witnesses,  Hie  object  or  object— but  witness  says  one  object — came 
silently  out  of  the  north,  and  the  attention  of  the  witness 
was  first  attracted  by  loud  explosions  and  a bright  flrey 
red  light  at  ground  level  about  two  or  three  hundred  yai?ds 
away.  Witness  stated  that  the  object  and  ll^t  combined  had 
the  size  of  a nickel  held  at  arm's  length  and  that  It  appeared 
to  circle,  bounce, then  turned  and  went  off  Into  space  after  It 
had  made  a number  of  momentary  contacts  with  the  earth.  Hie 
entire  phenomenon  lasted  only  two  or  three  seconds,  but  when 
daylight  was  available  again  pictures  were  taken  of  the 
Impact  points.  On  five  of  these,  paint  or  metallic  sub- 
stance had  scraped  off  but  no  other  physical  evidence 
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was  found.  Tha  araa  uua  taarchad  by  haliaaptar  and  oii  foot 

* • 

for  a quortar  of  a alia  radlaa.  but  no  harduara  waa  found, 

Flya  eratarlata  wara  fomad,  aaoh  abaut^  10  inohaa  daap, 

18  Inohaa  wide,  and  30  inohaa  long,  Uhloh  wara  fraah. 

Although  tha  .tarritory  of  lapaot  was  nalaprovad,  tha  avldanoa 

p 

i 

saana  olaar  that  tha  narlca  wara  aetually  aada  at  tha  tlaa  of 

• * 

- ' • ' 

tha  axploalon.  Cloaa  to  ana  of  tha  liqiaet  varn  tha  bark  feud 

a 

bean  aorapad  off  a traa^  ona  braaoh  bad  baan'brakan«»praaiuiably 

by  tha  ob|aat«^nd  laaaaa  wara  tom  off  tap  portion  tha 

» 

tree, 

Tha  Inyaatlgatlaf  oouplatad  ae  far  ladloataa  that  thara 

was  no  alraruft  whatavar  in  tha  araa  and  nirthar  that  thara 
had  baan  no  sou^a  prarloua  to  tha  tlma  of  aontaot:  nr* 


I 


not#td  on  the  nlg^t  w*  »lghtln<^. 
Eviluftilon  of  thte  report  muat  await  fxirthar  tnveatlgatlon ' 

but  !t  4oea  appaar  that  for  a apaea  of  soma  120  yarCo  aoina 

■ 

otjact  i rave  lad  naariy  horlaonta^lly,  aada  contact  with  tha 
earth,  preduoad  a oonaldarabla  lunlnoua  phanoaanon,  and 

^hen  ^disappeared  to  the  extant  that  no  tangible  evidence 

• • 

or  It  other  than  that^  already  aentlonad  was  found  in  the 


area.  No  cadlatlon  readings  ware  obtained  beoaoae  of  laclc 
of  equipment. 


One  would  like  to  wipe  this  case  off  the  books,  so  to 


apeak,  by  proving  definitely  that  It  was  a nls^ftred  rocket 
fro<"  some  aircraft,  This  Is  about  the  only  logical. no r«sl 

9 

explanation. since  It  was  traveling  far  beyond  tenalnal 
velocity  for  a freely  falling  bodi^  and  Its  path  tm  was  far 


fiiore  .o  -lzontal  than  vertical.  The  lack  of  tangible  hard- 
ware Is  likewise  hard  to  explain  on  thla  hypothesis. 


PUrthensore,  Rjs  there  was  no  Indication  of  any  land-based 
or  air-based  rocket  firing  not  onfy  on  that  ni^t  but  on 
any  night  pg  that  season, 

(3ne  might  “lllce  to  explain  this  as  a meteorite^but  almost 

brilliantly 

certainly  a meteorite  would  have  been/vialble  i.mqgxbefore  it 
art'jal  landing  and  would  have  fallen  much  igore  vertically 
thajn  horizontally.  Tndeed-after  terminal  vdloelty  takea 
hold  of  a meteorite, I it  simply  falls  to  the  ground  as  though 
It  had  been  released  from  some  high  point  In  the  vicinity  of 
the  landing  place. 


If  we  wish  to  be  fanciful,«^e^e-peeliape-we-skeu44-aet-aay 
Paaslfsl-bwt  fanciful  mixl^  In  the  senseax^Bot  that  It  doesn't 
fit  all  the  faotsi^but  because  our  minds  are  cocp lately 

^ w ^ 

'3nu9ed  to  such  concepts,  we  might  say  that  ^ust  aa  we  plan 


Now  mind  you.  I'm  not  saying  that  these  things 
happened.  I'm  saying  that  they  were  reported  to  have 
happened — a very,  very  great  difference.  And  the  central 
problem  to  which  I address  myself  tonight,  and  on  which 
I want  you  to  be  the  Judge  and  Jury,  is  simply — what  on 
earth  (or  per+iaps  I should  say,  what  not  on  earth)  could 
be  the  stimuli  that  gave  rise  to  these  reports. 

Wils  Is  the  problem  which  concerns  me — largely  as 
a matter  of  curiosity — because  In  our  times  there  has  been 
no  more  bizarre  phenomenon,  that  attracted  the  attention 
of  so  many,  than  that  of  the  waves  of  flying  saucer  reports 
that  have  from  time  to  time  occurred  In  the  U.  S.,  In 
France,  In  Brazil,  Italy  and  lately,  I hear  also.  In  the 
USSR.  It  chills  me  to  think  that  our  TTusalan  colleagues, 
if  they  address  themselves  to  this  problem,  might  come  up 
with  an  answer  before  we  do — that  Is,  an  answer  to  the  pro- 
blem of  report  generation. 

In  what  field  of  human  endeavor  might  the  answer  lie? 

In  physics,  in  psychology.  In  meteorology.  In  optics,  in 
ESP,  or  finally  In  astronomy,  or  In  the  province  of  astronomy 
It  must  lie  somewhere — perhaps  In  many  of  these  fields.  (I 
mean  the  answer  to  whei^  the  stimuli  for  the  reports  lie.) 

'rtie  reports  are  real,  and  their  cause  must  be  real— even  if 
the  cause  Is  mass  hallucination,  it  Is  still  a real  cause. 
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In  sonift  h«noe  to  tiuKittf  ornd  4 prot>«  to  aoiio  othar  planet 

to  tako  a aanple  of  tho  aurf4o«  and  return,  «o  this  eight 
>i4v«  bean  an  interplanetary  probe  froa  eIoewhere»  ehleh 
picked  up  ita  saaple  and  went  offj  There  le  nothing  In  th# 
facta  that  would  contradict  It,  but  I aa  oure  that  none  of 

-r  — 

Ui  here  would  accept  that  explanation  without  a great  deal 
eore  dbrroboratlve  evidence. 

t 

Herein  the  aclentlflo  Inveatlgator  auat  differ  froa  the* 

and  I 

Wp  enthuaiiat  who  Juapa  to  oonolua Ions /largely  beoaaae  he 

* \jr* 

wlahea  a thing  to  be  ao,  he  autooiatloally  adopta  It  aa  being 
80* 

Ve  ottll  auat  addreaa  owraeif  to  tha  task  of  evaluating 
whatlkwero  atlault^  that  gave  rtee  to  the  typical  exaaqpleo 
I have  outlined  to  you,  I should  eay.  the  typloal'  “unIczMwniy" 

• Ir.ae  of  course  the  aoat  freQUent  etlaall  fer  UFO  reperta 
are  Indeed  perfeotly  familiar  objeota  er  phenowana  that  have 
been  alaldentlfled  by  the  pereon  aaklng  the  repent.  We  audt 
remind  ouraelvea  again  that  a 0PO  la  nothing  more  than  any 
eerlal  sighting  or  phenoeienon  that  rotaelna  unaxplalned  long 
enough  for  aomeone  to  irrlte  a report  about  It.  We  have  been 
dealing  with  tlie  reporta  that  oontlnue  to  remain  unexplained. 

What  can  we  aay  of  such  reports  In  general?  ^-they-rall 
i4«the>ppeviuee-e-  Does  the  problem  of  the  stlisill  that 
ge;^ rated  such  reports  fall  In  the  provt®oe  of  aolenee?  We 


'»^st  remind  ouraelvea  that  soltnoe  oas  progreas  only  when 
phwno^TH^naauanGi  xmpotkahler-eahlbit  repeatable,  exhibit  a 


pattern,  and. particularly. when  numbers  oan  be  asalgned  to 

/ 


<p 


In  th«  . for  Ir'.a^anoo,  of  proclao  angular  vaioritl**® 

pi»»  apect.roacoplc  analyala  of  tho  light,  drtallad  photo* 
(7rap»i3.  «^vl4«nofl,  and  all  of  the  nany  things  that  have 
l#arn<9i  to  aasodiate  w&th  the  progroso  9t  solonoe.  Seier.ee 
oannot  logically  bo  ooncemed  wlth«  for  instance , religious 
mlracX{^  or  Indeed  with  any  phenoaena  whloh  are  heterogeneous 
or  elngular.  Let  us  suppose,  for  Instanoe,  that  onoe  every 
100  years  the  eaz*th  were  Indeed  visited*  without  fanfare, 
by  Interplanetary  or  Interstellar  beings.  Unless  all  the 
parapr(y^nalla  of  aolence  were  around  at  the  tlae  of  the  rare 

A 

visit,  t'^at  ia.  wc*  Icn  picture  caurrae,  flood  lights,  epe'tro- 
acopes.  ?etger  oounters.  tape  recorders,  and  at  leaat  100 
sclentlste  who  could  cross-' check  on  each  other,  the  Incident 
w;:>uld  be  sure  to  be  passed  off  as  >Ka  figment  of  the  Itiaglna- 
rion.  an  hilluoinatlonvi-eiass  halluolnatlon  if  you  wlsh^a 
hoax,  or  what  have  you.  point  Is  that  the  vlaltatlon 
would  have  to  be  documented  as  no  other  human  experience 
in  order  to  be  accepted. 

and  this  quite  rightfully  so.  If  ouch  visitations 
occurred  much  wore  frequently,  say  onoe  a week  in  various 
parte  of  the  earth,  but  occurred  at  random  and  without  the 
pt'esenre  of  scientists  and  their  apparmt^is,  a thing  like 
that  could  go  on  for  doxens  of  years  before  a aufflolert 
briy  of  evidence  and  a sufficient  pattei*n  of  astJaai 
beh  avior  could  be  accitmulated  to  be  Introduoed  into  the 
court  of  science.  We  need  remind  curselves  only  of  the 
case  of  the  f>'^teorltes  to  see  that  this  Is  so.  And  the 
Dor^  '*noise^  In  the  background,  the  ler^ep  It  an  would 

take  to  sift  Dut  a meant n*  '41  pattern.  In  the  case  of 


w 

we  o-"rtelnly  do  have  our  '•algnal’*  almoat  antli'oly 

^^^braorgad  In  *'nolM.‘  It  is  wall  known  to  all  bow  tricky  It 

la  to  get  a maanlnsr'il  residue  out  of  recorded  '*hsah,**  The 

froo 

case  of  the  radar  reflections  at  Venus  to  the  case  In  point i 

a foreldable  aeries  of  autoaoriMlatlon  ehecka  run  on  electronic 

• 1ft  wt  “ 

coeputers  was  naceaeary  to  "eatheaiatloally  the  fact<  that  In  the 
total  noise  signal  fron  Venus  there  was  Indeed  very  deep  within 
It  the  faint  radar  echo. 

We  a re.  faced  with  a sleilar  preblee*  eiioept  that  of  eourae 

WiM 

radar  le  an  aeccptod  phenoaenon,  Venus  Is  known  to  bo  there « 
and  the  people  in  charge  of  the  prejeot  were  all  highly 

e 

« 

reputable  solentlota  of  ehVlable  past  reoerda..  Hone  of  these 

conditions  ^tetliod^^  prevail  In  the  natter  of  tho  UFO. 

e 

We  have  'not  the  sll^test  notion  that  "Vbaus*'  Is  thare  in 

t 

our  case,  ^d  it  aeons  highly- unprofitable  to  exs^nd  l^st 
aeounts  of  energy  and  tha  tiae'  of  soientlata  and  engineers 
who  elght^^^rs  profitably  eaployed  otKenrlaej  In  atteaptlng 


to  find  an  anawer  to  the  queetlbn  "What  aas  tha  atlaall 
that  gave  rite  ^to  thaae  reportat" 


V 

t 


And  tk  yet  when  thla  "noisy  signal*"  has  beea^ooaing  at 
us  for  the  past’ dosen  years  at  least  and  oooaelenally  thexa 
•teas  to  be  a "blip"  which  rlaas  well  atx»ye  the  noise  level, 

j 

as  in  the  case  of  sbae  of  tha  Freaoh  algjhtlnga.  one  does 
Indeed  wonder>  whether  tbe^^^^^^s  ooae  to  pay  soae  attention 
to  it.  The  role  of-' the  Air  Foroe'ln  the  preblea  of  the  UPO 

a 

in  the  past  dozen  years  has  been  In  line  with  its  avowed 


» ■ « 


all Sion,  naaely  that  of  dateralnlag  tlM  potential  hostility 
of  any  action  in  tho  air  that  cannot  be  iaaedlately  ekplalned 
The'lr  verdict  to  da  to  ^has  beon  that  whatovor  tho  otlauli  for 


I §' 

'-Htlnga  rvi  - b«.  th«r#  1«  IndlJAtlon  of 
..^sMUtv.  /Uid  slnco  th«  groAt  pr«pond®rmnrt»  of  the  r^perrs 
«as:iy  #i;:ialnAblo  a«!  nBlaldentlf loAtlons  of  co«ion  otja.^tp. 

\t  Al«05t  JmtlflAtlo  to  ojctrmpolAto  a bit  and  oovar  thf« 

.“*»»nAlnln(f?:  two  or  throo  por  cant  and  say  tbot  If  trufflolent 
4ata  >^ai  boon  avaiiablo.  t>^GSO  oasoa  ^too^ would  hovo  fallen  inr^ 
t‘'io  category  of  baalc  olaldontlTlcatlofi. 

*mt8  «oo«s  A ml^ty  safo  thins  to  do,  M ral^ht  turn  out 

9 

to  be  corroot/  but  fron  mj  own  portonal  otandpoint,  ab  one 
who  ^.Ai  hea  A fair  amount  of  •zporlonco  In  thoio  thlngt,  T 
win  not  be  sAtlaflad  until  kuffielont  lAToAtlsAtlon  ahowe 
•rat  till  la  Ind'^ed  U-*?  proper  AipiAr»at!on.  I think  you  will 
tr.at  uAny  of  tli#  reporta  wo'iid  i>e  uoat  difficult  to 
eTplAln  BA  •toid#‘ntlfl.  Ailor . Tat  to  dontlnuo  ouch  ea>arc  <•* 
placea  on*  r.  k*  Oerfcral  CtvABBln,  fenorAl  Air  Doianae  do- 
orilnator,  Alllod  Air  ?w’'ooa,  Contrul  Europo,  MATO,  haa 
called  ’’ttio  difficult  path  of  roaearoh  that  la  toapoi’urlly 
In  dler'Tuto,**  He  hna  further  stated  that  *'truo,  tha  rapart^^d 
Alghtinga  Include  obaor^tiona  of  ■eteorltoa  and  ballooni , 

• ven  lies  ^ n drOAUs:  that  la  »ry  Msoroua  w axaninatlon  of 
reporta  la  oaaontlal.  But  after  all  the  exoBlnatlon  and 
aoreenlnic  la  flnlahad,  w»«  atJli  have  a perc^ntas*  *f  obaorva- 
» tona  that  Btubbomly  realat  ovary  conventlenai  axplanatlon. 

We  can.  thorofoi'o,  oat#®orloally  aay  that  serioua  objevta  hav»* 
Indeed  appearod  and  contUMe  to  appear  In  ' ^ aky  that  •vurr.  jn  *. 
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ftf'T 


► j'tvan  law.  in  raedlaln?* 


or  In  tha  aany  bnluohaa 


* ••  r 


i I 


Bvldanc^  jo  woll  would 


'"Ir 


♦:>  rourt.  But  It  ie  und«rttand&blo  .w^. 7 t 


'•ajui . \ 


• ^ 


as  yet  In  th®  area  In  which  w®  are  dealing..  We  do  nesJ 
either  a breakthrough  here,-^nd  a breakthrough  would  conalst 


>r  on#  or  -flore  tlghtlnga  that  occurred  in  freat  of  a battery 

i fc 

eoier Mats  and  their  Inatruaenta.  and  which  alghtlng  alsr. 
prr  Ured  c^piout  aeouxitt  of  hardwaro,^r  we  need  a very  care- 


hand 


^ 4' 


and 


tha 


4 . 


V 


j*  « 5 


t %a-  tne  a 1 »?na : - 1 c*-nc  ! 9 # rfetlo  ii  er^  -e-^el 
leaa  t'an  unity,  leait.  it  eojdeare 


i H 


V ihou.ld  he  done  on  testing  of  th-  hypothcaee 

* have  be-n  put  forward  In  eaaen  In  which  nuaeroua  wlt- 
neoaea  we--^  present  and  phenowenon  laated  a reaeonable  leng'h 
of  ti«e,  ,t  la.  or  course, xa  very  easy  to  aay  “ease  haliucina 


♦ * 


what 


js>.»rt  of  peopie  does  it  oootir^  Bo  wc  have  well 
1 1 e*i*  rases  of  mass  haitud -latloji  in  wtaoh  aidese  a aorm 

1 W"’  h.  ^ 


po  r 


* n ^i»pendent Ij'j  and  often  soatt#red  over  vcnsilrr 
.?  .-*1  .p- ! have  been  stlarulated  to  eake  the  sane  aorr 

n.  report  ? Or,  w#  certainly  do  know  t^^at  we  have  aSrares 
an  spct^gfflar  effects,  particularly  close  ir  the 

h^rlaon.  .an  a el  rage  *ra  ei  frooi  ona  end  of  *r  ", 


ne 


and  play  ahcut  ffer  an  h'lir  jr  ao'>  TreacrjJoui  1 


urv  , ,0  1 


rcli'gical  conditions  vrsild  have  fat  to  be  pr,-dics'' 


^ ' » 


St  fast  ask  whether  -uch  tutteorclegloal  cr.nd! 
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a 


that 


Irm 


♦ e » e-  \ 


ooked  like  an  arjsual  craft  cavorted  about  the  sky  fo 


l^tkg  p^frlcd  of  ttae  and  was  eeen  over  eeveral  hundiw^j 


quart 


■4 


* 


- 
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“/j  • irj  fht*  p*st  that  tha  tJPo  ppobirn 

p 

jUltat-ue.r  be,  la  no'it-the  lx  a prc«^bl*a»  t/i 

t 

T'^latlon^  and  that  it  preaents  to  u«  an  unparalleUd  %aa«p.« 

opp^rldf  ir'  to  give  solance  a boost  In  the  po];>«7Xar  mlndxx  by 

providing  th<»  opportPnlty  for  the  d^aonetration  o'*  the 

appi ‘i-^at tan  of  the  scientific  method  in  action.  A pueeltng 

fttijrnijing  o.cpres  what  belt<*r  eervioe  ooald  we  do  to  the 

f 

or^ilc  ->r  to  acler.ceTby  ehowlng  how  the  sclentlat#.  In  detect tvif  . 
1 1 1- <“  r»h!Hon,  go  abo^jt  get  honing  their  clue  a and  drawing  their 


'i»*'ror  ?it:  *aMe  eonoloilona 

» ^ 

Va  net  trl  \h^  apirlt  of 


I would  like  to  point  out  that  it 
science  roi*  an  investigator  either  to 


do  a e loppy  job  or  to,,  aprlorl,  Jump  to  a conoluslon..  He  may 


be  d#*-ad  right,  but  In  aoltnce  conelualolrui  are  not  arrived  at 


b5'  fxal  lumping:  thay  are  ari:^lvcd  at  by  a careful  etep'by-atHp 

ana  ly *1 s . 


TT»fj 


r wv  -jidd  like  to  reocoTnend,  in- concluding,  that^eince  the 
problem  has  been  with  ue  f^r  the  past  d#zen  years  and  la 


likely  to  remain  for  some  certain  selected  reports 

^ancl  at  the  risk  of  great  repetition,  let  ua  remind  burse Ivea 

thit  wr  are  still  talking  solely  about  reports)  be  carefully 

u ^ . physical 

'hoaen  by  a panel  consisting,  not  only  of  quallfled/sclenttats , 


but  «•*'’  a psychologist sji, 

» 

a P¥ve^ ruling  attorney. 


a psychiatrist,  a lawyer,  and  perhaps. 


plus'  educator 


ubllo 


relations  itev y i -- 


<? 

.4 


f 


^ a *T,a"»  of  thu  olot-h*  S'ljch  a pA.fi#l>  op^rAtlng  without^ 

Igma  or  Implied  ridicule,  'ccwld  address  Itself  to  the  task  o'* 

rs 

the  probuCai  of  repbV t generat  lon»<-hot  In  a study  of  flying 


* 


It  app^&rif  to  <e#  that  this  would  j^is  t things  Sm  «»  -i' 


1 i , . . 


llgKt  . 


snyons 


®l>c‘rxariO’» 


t 


' !■  I 00<aS|f ^pr«  noa  ’;y  r«  ly , 


•.vnd  nsporta-  gfrt  gpneraUd.  Por  ajtsmpla,  a.-vT4?dsy  & repoj  t 
m:-  g-nersted  which  will  oauss  ttn  ICBIf  to  go  fiv5r.,'  ar- 

py  ^ ^ t ^ 

Llk^wtaa,  apaea  ourvt.  11  lanes  on  "hr 
part  of  ths  armed  sarvleas  i*  . rapidly  growing  conoopt. 

i-ertaliily  auoh  •urveilUnoe  or««s  most  bo  Infonaed  on  how 

reports  of  strange  objoeto  get  gonormt.d,  and, too,  they  «.at 


f 


^ *1*  r 


cPAre  or  •ll^ypea  ot  natural  pheno'flana^astrone®!  oai . 

1 ''glcal, /biological-^ that  In  thoaiaelvas  can  give  ris® 


^*U 


reports.  : emphaalse  s.galn  that  auch  a pansl  would 

0 probloM  In  gsharal.  b»it  o ^v 


not  'oneerr.  with 


w 1 tl  a 


* 

r -w  aclsct-.'t  instances,  and  than  ontlrsly  from  U f 
'•idpolrt  or  a serious  and  oala  etudy  of  th«  taannsr  in  Wi 


f ' »■  i*i. 


\ 


was  gsA^"at«d.  .Such  a i^rady  might  wall  yield 
sluab.e  data  not  only  in  psychology  and  public  relatione, 
- ^ a-ii!ng  to  our  knowledge  of  atmosphsplo  optics,  stsa 


i; 


Cl 


■any 


vrtiat  generated  these  reports?  Here  are  a few  things, 

(At  this  point  In  the  talk  slides  of  fireballs.  Illuminated 
cirrus  clouds,  balloons,  artificial  earth  satellites  were 
shown  along  with  a number  of  cartoons  from  the  popular  press . ) 

v/hat  generated  the  others?  v/hat  others? 

Let  us  now  grant  that  the  great  majority  of  reports  are 
generated  because  people  are  simply  not  good  observers, 
because  they  are  easily  mistaken  In  what  they  see,  because 
they  do  not  understand  mirages,  meteow,  and  strange 
meteorological  phenomena.  And  also  let  us  grant  that 
some  are  generated  because  many  people  are  downright 
superstitious,  and  what  Is  more,  because  a gi?eat  many  people 
are  wishful  thinkers  and.  If  the  truth  be  known,  lonesome. 

It  might  surprise  us  to  realize  how  many  people  desperately 
went  there  to  be  other  life  In  the  universe  and  to  be  able 
to  communicate  with  It.  And  hence  these  people  will  swallow 
any  cock  and  bull  stoiTy  that  by  the  remotest  chance  might 
be  credible. 

*Hie  universe  of  the  astronomer  today  Is  a vast  and 
frightening  place.  It  was  one  thing  when  man  had  reason 
to  believe  that  he  was  the  king -pin  in  the  universe  and 
that  he  and  the  earth  were  the  center  of  creation.  But 
today.  In  hla  most  uncertain  world,  frought  with  ICBM's 
and  the  threat  of  annihilation,  there  are  many  of  us  who 
would  like  to  think  that  we  ax^  not  alone,  that  we  can  be 
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friends  with  someone  In  the  cold  outside  universe « and 
that  perhaps  through  them  make  rapid  strides  In  our  science 
and  even  in  our  politics,  Ihere  are  some  who  believe 
that  If  we  could  turn  our  attention  to  something  absorbing 
away  from  the  earth  perhaps  our  fears  of  nuclear  warfare 
among  ourselves  would  diminish,  and  pei^iaps  that  this 
new  focus  of  attention  might  even  lead  to  the  solution 
of  all  of  our  hard  problems  as  inhabitants  of  this  tiny 
earth.  For  It  Is  tiny.  Ttey  I digress  for  a moment  and 
speak  as  an  astronomer  rather  than  as  a UPO  investigator, 
to  summarize  for  you  the  astronomical  situation,  for  it 
is  a very  necessary  backdrop  to  our  story, 

llie  world’s  largest  telescope  Is  the  200~lnch  Hale 
telescope  on  Palomar;  it  can  see  out  Into  space  several 
billion  light  years.  The  light  year  In  itself  la  hard  to 
visualize,  but  pei^iaps  It  can  be  attempted  If  one  imagines 
a string  going  around  the  earth's  equator  236  million  times. 
The  length  of  that  string  would  be  one  light  year.  It  Is 
important  to  remember  that  the  nearest  star  to  the  sun  is 

four  and  one  half  light  years  away. 

> 

'Hie  distances  are  so  vast  that  It  Is  only  natural 
that  we  try  to  condense  them  and  make  a model  of  things 
to  aid  our  own  thinking.  Suppose  we  wex*e  to  try  to  make 
a model,  to  scale,  of  everything  that  is  visible  through 
the  world’s  largest  telescopes.  Let  us  give  our  imagination 
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full  play  and  assume  that  we  could  use  the  entlx*e  area 
of  the  Uhlted  States  on  which  to  construct  our  model— 
a sort  of  supercosmlc  Disneyland.  If  we  did  this  we 
should  discover  to  our  amazement  that  even  In  such  a 
stupendous  model  the  earth  would  be  completely  Invisible, 
oven  through  a microscope.  Yes,  indeed,  even  through  an 
electron  microscope.  Faced  with  such  a universe  In  which 
to  live.  It  Is  no  wonder  that  man  as  a sub  submicroscoplc 
speck  feels  Isolated  and  alone,  and  afraid  of  the  riusslans, 
and  perhaps  It  is  understandable  that  he  might  be  desirous 
of  seeking  out  and  finding  some  understanding  Intelligence 
elsewhere.  Indeed,  there  a 'e  few  scientists,  and  particu- 
larly astronomers,  who  would  not  welcome  bonafide  evidence 
that  Intelligent  beings  did  exist  elsewhere  and  that  there  was 
a possibility  of  communication  with  them.  (Hilnk  of  the 
increased  appropriations  for  scientists — and  for  UPO  Inves- 
tigators i)  Only  our  military  friends.  Justly  cautious, 
warn  us.  If  this  be  the  case,  not  to  try  to  communicate 
first,  lest  our  "friends"  in  space  prove  hostile  and 
annihilate  or  at  least  exploit  us.  PexSiaps  we  should  be 
content  to  be  alone  in  space  I 

(At  this  point  In  the  talk  a number  of  representative 
slides  were  shown  depicting  objects  in  the  solar  system,  in 
our  galaxy,  Ifie  Milky  v/ay,  and  clusters  of  galaxies  out  to 
the  limit  of  the  visible  universe , ) 

-MORE- 


• m 

-7- 

Now  we  are  through  with  our  cosmic  digression.  I 
leave  It  for  you  to  figure  out  for  yourself  how  grossly 
probable  It  Is  that  other  life  exists  In  the  universe — 
somewhere  In  the  countless  other  solar  systems  that.  It 
would  seem,  statistically  must  exist— yet  how  Improbable 
It  Is  for  such  life  to  travel  to  us,  and  to  communicate 
with  us,  unless  it  originates  somewhere  In  our  own  solar 
system,  or  at  very  best,  around  some  of  the  very  nearest 
stars  to  us.  'Hiere  la,  of  course,  always  the  outside 
possibility  that  other  beings  have  Invented  means  of 
exti^mely  rapid  transport,  allowing  them  to  travel  with 
nearly  the  velocity  of  light.  In  this  case,  relativity 
i points  out  that;  their  time  scale  would  be  so  short  relative  to 

ours,  that  to  them  it  would  appear  as  though  they  made  a Jour- 

( 

ney  of  many  light  years  In  Just  a few  years.  Although 
theoretically  possible,  this  is  yet  too  much  in  the  realm 
of  science  fiction  for  ua  to  consider  seriously, 
f And  now,  with  this  stage  setting,  let  us  examine  the 

reparta'-s-an'd  again  I emphasize  that  we  aViall  be  examining 
Just  reports,  reports  whose  generating  stimuli  many  of  us 
would  most  dearly  like  to  discover,  for  there  may  indeed 
be  some  very  good  physics  hidden  In  them.  Something  caused 
these  reports  to  be  made,  v/hat  was  It?  Were  the  causes 
related,  or  did  one  set  of  things  generate  one  set  of 
reports,  say  in  France,  and  another  In  Brazil?  Do  Italian 
flying  saucers  bear  the  same  stamp  as  those  of  the  U,  S,  or 
of  Prance?  Let  us  examine  the  evidence. 
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I would  now  like  to  describe  for  you  some  French  flying 
saucers.  It  appears  that  for  about  two  months  In  Prance, 
from  the  middle  of  August  to  the  middle  of  October,  195^4, 
France  was  peppered  with  a barrage  of  UFO  reports.  Like 
mushrooms  they  spouted  all  over  Prance  and  likewise  some 
In  Italy  and  some  In  Oerwany.  !Itie  reports  of  these,  how- 
ever, came  In  largely  through  the  medium  of  French  provin- 
cial newspapers.  And  It  was  only  through  the  work  of 
Alme  Michel,  an  enthusiastic  Investigator  In  France,  that 
these  reports  were  collated,  plotted,  and  compared.  Itie 
compilation  of  these  reports  appears  In  a book  by  Michel, 
"Plying  Saucers  and  the  Straight-Line  Mystery."  The 

"Straight -Line  r^ystery"  In  the  title  refers  to  the  fact 

■ 

that  when  Michel  plotted  the  reports  for  any  one  day  on 
a very  large-scale  map,  the  reports  had  a devastating 
way  of  forming  straight-line  i>atterna  on  the  map,  moat 
difficult  to  explain  by  chance. 

I would  not,  of  course,  accept  anything  I read  In  a 
book  without  knowing  something  of  the  author.  It  chanced 
that  I happened  to  be  In  Paris  on  other  business  and  took 
two  days  off  on  my  own  to  seek  out  Michel  and  talk  with 
him.  He  lives  with  his  wife  and  small  son  In  a small 
modest  Paris  suburb  apartment.  He  Is  a radio  engineer 
and,  what  I was  particularly  anxious  to  find  out  of  calm, 
rational  deportment,  quite  unlike  the  typical  enthusiast 
or  crackpot  with  whom  it  has  been  my  lot  to  come  in  contact 
from  time  to  time.  I went  over  with  Michel  many  of  his 
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